
   

Saturday 18th March 2023, 10.30 for 11-5.30pm 

at Pinner Parish Church Hall  

Church Lane, Pinner  HA5 3AA 
 

Motets by Pierre de Manchicourt   
 

A workshop for singers, and players of 

cornetts, sackbuts, curtals, recorders & viols  

(A=440) 

Directed by  Peter Syrus 
 

We are delighted to welcome Peter Syrus back to TVEMF for another workshop, this time on 
Pierre de Manchicourt (c1510–1564).  Manchicourt belonged to the illustrious generation of 

composers stemming from Franco-Flemish or south Netherlandish traditions born between 
about 1490 and 1510. Among others it embraced Willaert, Gombert, Crecquillon, Arcadelt, 
and Clemens non Papa. But it was no less than Lassus of the next generation who around 

1560 singled out Manchicourt among ‘distinguished and excellent composers of music’. He 
was not the first to do so. Thirty years earlier the Parisian printer Pierre Attaingnant had 
begun a monumental series of motet volumes: in only one did he choose to honour just a 

single composer rather than offer an anthology. That was Manchicourt. 
 

From this 1539 collection comes a brilliant setting of the joyful Easter antiphon Regina celi 

letare (à 6). The following decade is represented by the rich eight-voice Vidi speciosam, 

continuing in the 1550s with another Song of Songs motet, Tota pulchra es (à 6), the printer 

yet another Pierre, Pierre Phalèse in Louvain. Two works of starkly contrasted nature 

complete the picture, whose manuscript source (c1560) is in the Benedictine abbey at 

Montserrat: an extract from his Requiem Mass and a festive Jubilate Deo, for five and six 

voices respectively. 
 

For the last six years of his life Manchicourt served Philip II in Madrid as master of his 

Flemish chapel. While a cappella accounts of his earlier music may have been the norm, 

there is no doubt that the later soundscape (like that of Spanish cathedrals) was often 

characterised by the inclusion of wind instruments. As well as voices in all ranges, 

applications are invited from cornetts, sackbuts, curtals, low recorders (alto down) and viols 

(alto down). Pitch is A=440. Peter has asked us to limit the number of instrumental 

bookings, so please list all your suitable instruments on the form.  All music for both singers 

and instrumentalists will be supplied on the day.   
 

The fee is £16 for Early Music Forum members and £20 for non-members.  Please apply 

online by March 4th, using the following link BOOK HERE.  After that date, please email 
treasurer@tvemf.org to check if there are any cancellations before applying.  If you are 

unable to do Stripe or online booking, you can also book by post to 43 Inchwood, Birch Hill, 
Bracknell RG12 7ZX, enclosing a SAE and a cheque payable to Thames Valley Early Music 
Forum (not TVEMF), giving your name, address, voice or instrument, email address and 

phone number, and saying if you can offer or would like a lift.  Enquiries about payments to 
membershipsecretary@tvemf.org please.  Other enquiries to treasurer@tvemf.org. 
 

You can assume you have been accepted unless you hear to the contrary by the closing 

date.  If you have booked and cannot come, please let us know at once because 

otherwise you will not only lose your booking fee but you will very likely deprive 

someone on the waiting list of a place.   
 

There will still be some covid precautions, including taking a lateral flow test before you 

come.  These will be outlined in the online booking form and in the final email. 
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