
   

Saturday 18th February 2023, 10.30 for 11-5.30pm 

at Keble College Chapel, Oxford 
in association with the Keble Early Music Festival 
 

Sacred settings by Marc-Antoine 

Charpentier 
 

 

A workshop for voices and baroque orchestra (A=415)   

Directed by  Benjamin Nicholas 
 

 

The church of Saint-Louis in the Marais district of Paris, illustrated above, is where 

Charpentier was director of music from 1688-1698, producing large-scale settings of 

psalms and other liturgical texts.  It was probably for this church that he composed his 

Magnificat H78 and Dixit Dominus H204 which we will be studying for this workshop.  

They are for soloists, choir and orchestra but we are likely to do any solos tutti.   
 

Benjamin Nicholas is Director of Music at Merton College, Oxford and Principal Conductor 
of The Oxford Bach Choir.  He directed the choir of men and boys at Tewkesbury Abbey 

for twelve years before moving to Merton, where he has established the annual 
Passiontide at Merton festival, installed a new organ and founded the College’s Girls’ 
Choir.  He has directed Merton College Choir in all the major choral works of Bach.  We 

are delighted to welcome him back for his third workshop for TVEMF at Keble. 
 

Applications are invited from singers and from instrumentalists who play strings (viol 

and violin families), baroque flutes, recorders, oboes, bassoons and continuo (you will 

need to bring your own plucked or keyboard instrument).  Wind players – please indicate 

on the form if you would be happy to play a different instrument or sing if places for 

your instrument are full.  Pitch will be A=415.  All  instrumental parts will be provided 

on the day.   Singers are encouraged to download and print their scores or read them 

from a tablet, but we can provide you with a printed copy.  Please indicate your 

preference when you book.   
 

Scores will be on the TVEMF  website in January, but if you want to look at the music in 

advance we are likely to be using these two editions: 

https://s9.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/6/67/IMSLP494409-PMLP800440-
Charpentier_MA_-_Magnificat_H._78_(4vx%26Orch).pdf  

https://s9.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/d/d3/IMSLP496909-PMLP804698-

Charpentier_MA_-_Dixit_Dominus,_H._204_(Ch-ur%26Orch).pdf 
  
You can watch recordings of the Magnificat here https://youtu.be/8WPIfZQHazk and 

the Dixit Dominus here https://youtu.be/XARWJTu4rmg. 
 

The fee is £16 for Early Music Forum and Keble members, £5 for Keble students and 

£20 for non-members.  Please apply online by February 12th, using the following link 

BOOK HERE.  (TVEMF annual membership for 2023 is £9.) After that date, please email 

chair@tvemf.org to check if there are still places before applying.  If you are unable to 

do Stripe or online booking, you can also book by post to 43 Inchwood, Birch Hill, 

Bracknell RG12 7ZX, enclosing a SAE and a cheque payable to Thames Valley Early 

Music Forum (not TVEMF), giving your name, address, voice or instrument, email 

address and phone number, and mentioning whether you would like us to print your 

https://s9.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/6/67/IMSLP494409-PMLP800440-Charpentier_MA_-_Magnificat_H._78_(4vx%26Orch).pdf
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choir scores and if you can offer or would like a lift.  Enquiries about payments to 

membershipsecretary@tvemf.org please.  Other enquiries to chair@tvemf.org. 
 

You can assume you have been accepted unless you hear to the contrary by the closing 

date.  Late bookings may be possible (email chair@tvemf.org).  If you have booked 

and cannot come, please let us know at once because otherwise you will not 

only lose your booking fee but you will very likely deprive someone on the 

waiting list of a place.  I’d prefer you to email me at chair@tvemf.org but you can 

phone me on 01494 721582 if necessary.  Please leave a message if I don’t answer the 

phone.  
 

There will still be some covid precautions, including taking a lateral flow test before you 

come.  These will be outlined in the online booking form and in the final email. 
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